
 

 

 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
LOUISIANA YOUNG AG PRODUCERS PROGRAM (LaYAPP) 

2012-2013 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What are the requirements to apply for LaYAPP? 
-Enrolled in the 11th or 12th grade for the 2012-2013 school term in a Louisiana high school OR    
 approved home school or actively pursuing the attainment of a Graduate Equivalency Diploma.    
 Applicant cannot have passed her/his 20th birthday by January 1 of the year of application. 
-Demonstrate a sincere interest in entering the agricultural production profession. 
-Nomination and letter of support by an educational or agricultural professional. 
-Participate in an interview process. 

 
What are the dates and locations of the activities? What am I expected to attend? 
During the 2012-2013 school term, participants will be expected to take part in the following 
activities: 

 July 23-27, 2012: Five-day LaYAPP Summer Institute held on the LSU campus in Baton 
Rouge. 

 October 12-13, 2012 (if funding permits): Fall Weekend Institute (Participants and 
Mentors) - Camp Grant Walker in Pollock, LA. 

 January TBA, 2013 (if funding permits): Spring Weekend Institute in conjunction with 
Young Farmer and Rancher Winter Meeting (Participants and Mentors) - Location TBA. 

 2012-2013 School Term: Participate in on-site, 50-hour, paid internship with a qualified 
adult mentor’s agricultural production operation. Complete the objectives of the 
placement experience agreement planned at the 2012 conference with your mentor. 
Keep records on experience and build a portfolio. 

 July 2013 (specific dates to be announced): LaYAPP Summer Institute will serve as a 
culmination of the 2012-2013 activities and introductory experiences for the 2013-2014 
class. It will also provide opportunities for interaction between the two groups. 

 
How much does it cost to participate? 
There will be a $200.00 tuition fee for each participant.  Several components of the program 
will be funded from private and public entities, the LSU AgCenter and the Louisiana Farm 
Bureau Federation.   The fee and sponsorships cover the costs associated with lodging, meals, 
conference materials, trip to Louisiana Farm Bureau Convention, transportation for field trips 
during the week-long program, mileage for three visits with your mentor during the 2012-2013 
school term (maximum of 50 mile round trip @ $.48/mile) and a $500.00 stipend paid to you 
upon your completion of the program requirements.  You are responsible for your own 
transportation to and from the institutes. 
 



 

 

What about liability issues for student participants? 
Since this is an AgCenter event, there is blanket liability coverage for all activities: on-campus 
and off-site field trips in LSU vans.  Liability coverage does not cover illness or accident. Family 
insurance policy must cover illness. Limited accident insurance coverage ($2500.00 maximum 
per incident) will also be provided and any remaining costs must be assumed by family 
insurance.  This coverage (liability and accident) only covers the time spent on campus and field 
trips during the 1 week summer conference and NOT during internship time during school term 
(school systems, mentors, and parents are responsible).   
 
May I submit my application via email? 
No, applications may only be submitted by mail. Original signatures are required for a 
completed application. All applications need to be mailed into the LSU AgCenter (see address 
on application).  Please remember that applications must be postmarked no later than February 
1, 2012. 
 
How will I know if I’m selected? 
All applicants will be notified of the status of their application on or before March 15, 2012. All 
communication regarding the selection process will come from, or on behalf of, Dr. Bobby 
Soileau with the LSU AgCenter. The primary mode of communication will be email. 
 
How many people are selected to be a part of the conference each year? 
There will be a maximum of fourteen applicants selected for the 2012-2013 school term.  A 
special effort will be made to include participants from non-traditional as well as traditional 
agricultural populations and production types. 
 
What will make up my completed application? 
Your completed application will include: 
- Completed and typed information form 
- Resume 
- All essay questions – typed and completed 
- Nomination form – completed and signed by a qualified educator/sponsor 
- Signed certification page 
 
What will the LaYAPP Institutes look like? 
Throughout the week, participants will partake in numerous informational sessions on topics 
ranging from developing your own business plan to leadership development to marketing 
strategies.  You’ll also participate in fun interactive sessions which deal with your specific area 
of ag production interest. Additionally, participants will partake in field and operation tours 
around the greater Baton Rouge area and participate in exciting, extensive team building 
exercises and opportunities for networking.  During the week, participants will work on 
developing a vision for their operation with their mentors. The week is capped off with a 
celebratory meal.  It’ll be a great week! 
 
 



 

 

Where can I learn more about LaYAPP? 
More information can be found at http://www.lsuagcenter.com/layapp or you can follow us on 
Facebook! 
 
Who do I contact if I have questions about the program and/or application? 
 
For more information about LaYAPP, contact: 
Dr. Bobby Soileau: 225-578-5670, bsoileau@agcenter.lsu.edu    
Dr. Mark Tassin - 225-578-2196, mgtassin@agcenter.lsu.edu    
 
 
 

~The LSU AgCenter provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.~ 
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